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In India’s Chennai, a community of People Who Use Drugs are scripting 

an Inspiring Story during the lockdown 

Tamil Nadu’s Drug Users Forum (TNDUF) – a community 
network of people who use drugs is responding to COVID-19 
crisis with support from Alliance India. The community 
mobilization efforts and formation of this network were 
amplified against the backdrop of the ongoing COVID-19 
crisis in the state and particularly the capital Chennai. 
TNDUF’s overall purpose is to be at the forefront of defending 
the human rights of people who use drugs and improving their 
access to health and welfare services. In Chennai, the forum 
is currently prioritizing reaching out to the street-based and 
homeless community members who have limited to no 
access to the welfare measures and health services. The 
forum together with the Hopers Foundation – a CBO 

(Community-Based Organization) that provides harm reduction services and OST for people who inject 
drugs – has identified and linked over 30 street-based homeless community members to OST (medicine 
buprenorphine) services. The OST services are provided under the National AIDS Programme through 
the Tamil Nadu State AIDS Control Society. Read more>> 

Provision of harm reduction service in the lockup of a police station 

 

I am Kishorchand (Bungo), the state coordinator for the Drug User Forum of Manipur supported through 
the Harm Reduction programme of Alliance India. On the evening of 1st May 2020, I had just come home 
from work when I received a phone call from an unknown number. He identified himself as the police 
officer who was present at the site when two overdose cases were reported at a Diwali gathering last year 
i.e. 2019. I had gone there to administer naloxone to the two individuals, following which they recovered. 
The police officer had apparently noted my phone number at that time for future reference. He asked me 

http://www.allianceindia.org/indias-chennai-community-people-use-drugs-scripting-inspiring-story-lockdown/


to come to the Imphal West Police Station as they had three drug users in custody, and one of them 
appeared to be undergoing severe withdrawal symptoms. Read more>> 

“The pessimist complains about the wind; the optimist expects it to 
change”- Wave of change 

 

The lockdown has not been easy for many people. In particular, it has impacted marginalized 
communities such as transgender (TG) adversely. The community largely depends on daily earnings 
(their earning is from dancing during auspicious occasions, begging/badhai in public places, and sex 
work), all of which have ceased because of the lockdown. The situation becomes worse for transgender 
living with HIV to access the medicine as well as take care of their supply of ration without any 
earning.The Vihaan Care and support programme of Alliance India has set up 10 TG specific care & 
support centers in 9 states to cater to the TG PLHIV (People Living with HIV) community. All 10 TG 
CSC’s has been led by the community-based organization. The TG CSCs are working closely with 
communities to ensure that all community members have sufficient supply of ART medication. Read 
more>> 

Leaving no stone unturned to deliver urgent relief for transgender and 
hijra communities  

In their hour of need, the transgender and hijra 
communities in and around Noida, Uttar Pradesh 
received urgent relief measures and encouragement 
from our local partner, Basera Samajik Sansthan, a 
community-based organisation that has been 
implementing our Wajood project since 2015. 
Wajood programme endeavours to increase access 
to HIV services for transgender and hijra 
communities, however, since the outbreak of 
COVID-19, our local partners have been providing 

the unmet needs of the communities with the provision of food, shelter, and linkages to healthcare 
services. Read more>> 

http://www.allianceindia.org/provision-harm-reduction-service-lockup-police-station/
http://www.allianceindia.org/ourwork/vihaan/
http://www.allianceindia.org/pessimist-complains-wind-optimist-expects-change-wave-change/
http://www.allianceindia.org/pessimist-complains-wind-optimist-expects-change-wave-change/
http://www.allianceindia.org/leaving-no-stone-unturned-deliver-urgent-relief-transgender-hijra-communities/


Impact In Numbers 

 

 

 
For the latest updates on how we are responding to COVID-19 crisis, follow us on:  
Website: www.allianceindia.org     
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/indiahivaidsalliance/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/AllianceinIndia 
Instagram: https://instagram.com/indiahivaidsalliance 
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