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A new mother living with HIV receives life-saving medication  

 

Seema (name changed) recently gave birth to a healthy baby 
boy, a rare moment of joy for the family. The family is reeling 
under the lockdown as their financial condition has become bad 
to worse. She is on antiretroviral therapy, treatment for HIV and 
registered in ART Centre, GTB Hospital, New Delhi. Her 
husband is a differently-abled person who lost his livelihood due 
to the communal riot that erupted close to where they live in 
February this year.  

 

One day, Seema received a phone call from one of our 
outreach workers asking about her wellbeing. Upon learning 
about her newborn baby and insufficient antiretroviral 
medication, the outreach worker visited her on the same day.  

 

“As part of our regular telephonic outreach, I called Seema to 
reinforce precautions against COVID-19 and counsel her on 
treatment adherence. When I came to know about her 
vulnerabilities, I visited her the same day” said the outreach 
worker.  

 

Seema received her stock of antiretroviral medication and the outreach worker briefed her about 
all the precautions that she needs to take to protect her child. The outreach worker also applied 
for online temporary ration card coupon for Seema since the Delhi government has begun 
issuing temporary ration coupons to non-ration cardholders living in Delhi to give relief to people 
facing food scarcity due to lockdown. With the online coupon, they can now access food 
provisions for free of cost and help the family sustain until the situation improves.  

 

Seema and her husband were grateful for the visit by our outreach worker. “Brother, even in 
such a difficult situation you thought about us and cared to come. I am sincerely thankful 
to you”, said Seema.  
 

From 23rd Mach to 20th April 2020, Alliance India, together with civil society partners managed to 

reach 319486 people living with HIV over the phone, of these, 232745 successfully collected 

their medication either from ART centres or our Care and Support centres. The outreach 

workers made home delivery of antiretroviral medication to 49459 people. Besides, 39,871 

people accessed food supplies and were linked to financial assistance provided by the state 

welfare schemes.  

 

 

Figure 1 Seema with her new born 

child. Image blurred to conceal her 

true identity 
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Health Kit for our Frontline Heroes  

With the generous contribution from WeKare, part of Capgemini India, Alliance India will be able 
to purchase and deliver health kits consisting essential hygiene products for our 1574 outreach 
workers, our frontline heroes and corona warriors working under Vihaan programme.  

 

Alliance India’s Harm Reduction Programme shaping agenda and advocating for people 
who use drugs 

Alliance India’s Harm Reduction Programme team supported 
Sikkim Drug Users’ Forum (SDUF) to work on developing 
strategies and shaping the agenda for advocating with the 
Sikkim SACS, State Health Mission, State Police and other 
authorities on the urgency to implement NACO’s directive on 
take home OST dose for PWIDs. The timely and effective 
advocacy at the state and district levels has ensured the 
issuance of directives given to all centres to implement the OST 
take-home guidelines for people who use drugs. Additionally, 
the volunteers from the Sikkim Drug Users’ Forum are 
supporting the government programmes in reaching out to 
hotspots and homes of the hard to reach PWID with the supply 
of needle syringes, OST, ART, and TB medicines. They have 
also been successfully able to distribute OST medication to 
drug users facing withdrawals and not registered in the 
programme, in the process saving lives of people who use 
drugs. 

 

Female Sex Partners Receive Relief Aid  

Women and men are equally affected by COVID-19 but 

biology and gender norms are shaping the disease burden. 

An ongoing pilot intervention for over 400 female sex 

partners (FSPs) in east Delhi’s Sundar Nagari, being 

implemented in partnership with the Delhi State AIDS 

Control Society and the Bhartiya Parivartan Sansthan, 

requires special measures. Alliance India reached out to 

the United Religions Initiative (URI) to mobilize grocery 

items, vegetables, and sanitary napkins for over 220 

female sex partners and people who inject drugs. The 

supplies included a monthly kit each containing rice, flour, 

cooking oil, pulses, salt, sugar, spices, and vegetables. On 

16th and 18th April 2020, Alliance India arranged for the distribution of these materials, thanks 

to the support from the leadership and staff of the Bhartiya Parivartan Sansthan who continue to 

relentlessly work for the community even during the lockdown. Read more about how 

marginalized female sex partners (FSPs) who may not be considered a real priority are 

extremely vulnerable.  

Figure 2 File photo of an outreach 

worker giving OST 

Figure 3 Woman receiving food provisions 
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Saving one life at a time, that’s how Alliance India’s Samarth 
programme is helping individuals from the queer community 

in dire situations 

Ever since the lockdown across the country was brought into 
effect, the queer community has been disproportionally impacted. 
With no family to support or a kind soul to talk to their stories 
deserve to be heard. Rohan, a clinic manager with the Samarth 
programme in Bangalore shares gut-wrenching stories of three 
transgender women he met and how he along with his team did 
the best they could to help. Read the full story here. 

 

 

 

For the latest updates on how we are responding to COVID-19 crisis, follow us on Facebook, 

Instagram, Twitter and Website. 

Website: www.allianceindia.org  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/indiahivaidsalliance/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/AllianceinIndia 

Figure 4 Anya, a transgender 

woman who came to Samarth 

clinic for help  

http://www.allianceindia.org/breaking-chain-sexual-oppression-times-covid-19/
http://www.allianceindia.org/
https://www.facebook.com/indiahivaidsalliance/
twitter:%20https://twitter.com/AllianceinIndia

