
  

COVID-19 Situation Report – 8 May 2020 
 
1. Situation Overview  

 
Global cases: 3,679,499 confirmed. Global deaths: 254,199 confirmed. Countries, areas or 
territories with cases: 215 (as of 8 May, WHO). On 4 May governments and organizations 
pledged €7.4 billion as part of the Coronavirus Global Response pledging marathon led by the 
European Commission, which runs until 23 May, to develop and deploy diagnostics, 
treatments and vaccines against COVID-19. An Imperial College study released 1 May 
estimates that in high-burden settings, additional deaths related to HIV, TB and malaria 
over five years may increase by up to 10%, 20% and 36%, respectively, as an indirect result of 
the COVID-19 epidemic. A modelling study by Stop TB Partnership found that COVID-19 could 
lead to additional 6.3 million cases of TB between 2020 and 2025 and an additional 1.4 million 
deaths. WHO, UNICEF and the International Federation of the Red Cross have published 
guidance for countries on how to maintain community-based healthcare in the context of 
COVID-19. WHO has developed key criteria that COVID-19 challenge study programs for 
testing vaccine candidates would need to meet to ensure that such research is conducted to the 
highest ethical standards. A new study by WHO estimates up to 190,000 people in Africa could 
die of COVID-19 if containment measures fail. WHO Situation Reports have detailed updates. 
 

2. Global Fund COVID-19 Response  
 
The Global Fund is providing up to US$1 billion and operational flexibility to help countries fight 
COVID-19, shore up health systems and mitigate the impacts on lifesaving HIV, TB and malaria 
programs. Emergency funding is available through the US$500 million COVID-19 Response 
Mechanism and additional grant flexibilities of up to US$500 million (Español | Français). 
Application materials for the COVID-19 Response Mechanism are available here. 
 
The Global Fund brings its well-established procurement system to the fight against COVID-19, 
co-leading the COVID-19 Supply Chain System Diagnostics Consortium along with UNICEF to 
negotiate pricing and procure molecular diagnostic tests for COVID-19 on behalf of countries 
and partners involved in the global response. The Global Fund has also opened its innovative 
online sourcing portal, wambo.org, to all countries and organizations so they can access the 
same economies of scale the Global Fund has secured for its own partners. The Global Fund is 
a co-convener with FIND for the Diagnostics Partnership as part of the joint Access to COVID-
19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator to accelerate the development, production and equitable distribution 
of vaccines, diagnostics, and therapeutics for COVID-19. See the COVID-19 Key Messages 
and Talking Points for more detail.   
 
Latest updates: 

 NEW: COVID-19 Response Mechanism Questions and Answers 
 Italy allocated €500,000 to the Global Fund COVID-19 Response Mechanism. 
 Funding has been approved for 75 countries and five regional grants (183 individual 

decisions) for a total of nearly US$113 million. The full list of countries and funding 
approved is available here. All requests follow WHO guidance on preparedness and early 
response. Additional funding requests are in preparation. 

 The majority of all countries implementing Global Fund grants are now using the COVID-19 
grant flexibilities. 

https://who.sprinklr.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_797
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/covid-19/report-19-hiv-tb-malaria/
http://www.stoptb.org/assets/documents/news/Modeling%20Report_1%20May%202020_FINAL.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications-detail/community-based-health-care-including-outreach-and-campaigns-in-the-context-of-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/ethics/publications/key-criteria-ethical-acceptability-of-covid-19-human-challenge/en/
https://www.who.int/ethics/publications/key-criteria-ethical-acceptability-of-covid-19-human-challenge/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/new-who-estimates-190-000-people-could-die-covid-19-africa-if-not-controlled
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/covid-19/response-mechanism/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/covid-19/response-mechanism/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/9397/core_covid-19_guidancenote_en.pdf?u=637189162540000000
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/9400/core_covid-19_guidancenote_es.pdf?u=637233410720000000
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/9403/core_covid-19_guidancenote_fr.pdf?u=637233412010000000
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/funding-model/updates/2020-04-22-covid-19-response-mechanism-application-materials/
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://digital.theglobalfund.org/Share/7jd32x76358rm88od440448u4jb0agd4
https://digital.theglobalfund.org/Share/7jd32x76358rm88od440448u4jb0agd4
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/funding-model/updates/2020-05-05-covid-19-response-mechanism-questions-and-answers/
https://twitter.com/GlobalFund/status/1257309667706851332?s=20
https://data-service.theglobalfund.org/file_download/covid_approved_funding_report/excel
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 Source of funds almost exclusively from savings from existing grants, thus no negative 
impact on ongoing Global Fund-supported programs. 

 
3. Business Contingency Planning for Existing Global Fund Grants 

Business Contingency Planning focuses on protecting the Global Fund’s ability to deliver its 
core mission, prioritizing the continued delivery of impact from the current grant cycle and the 
development of funding requests and grants to deliver maximum impact in the 2020-2022 
allocation period.  

3.1 2020-2022 Allocations 
o To provide additional flexibility for applicants to submit funding requests as soon as they 

are ready, the Global Fund has updated the funding request submission dates for 2020. 
 

3.2 Operational Guidance for Countries 
o The Global Fund is adapting processes for current grants and will share guidance notes 

as they are developed. Please visit our website for updates.  
 

3.3 COVID-19 Impact on HIV, TB, Malaria, Communities, Rights and Gender 
o WHO and technical partner guidance relevant to Global Fund work is available here.  
o Global Fund COVID-19 Information Notes: Global Fund investments and advice to 

Principal Recipients and implementers strictly follow WHO guidelines. Global Fund 
COVID-19 Information Notes on HIV, TB, malaria, health systems and human rights are 
available here.  

o NEW: COVID-19: Priorities for Global Fund HIV Support 
 

3.4 Procurement and Supply Chain 
o As of 8 May 2020, the Global Fund’s product and delivery outlook shows the overall 

impact of COVID-19 on health product supply chains for Global Fund grants remains at 
moderate.  

o We are working closely with suppliers to monitor the pharmaceutical, mosquito net, and 
diagnostics supply situation and currently increases in production lead times and delays 
expected over the next few months. We are allocating each order to the best supply 
option, in coordination with partners including the U.S. Government, WHO and the Stop 
TB Partnership. We continue to see challenges and increasing costs for freight and 
logistics. 

o Today, 9% of Pooled Procurement Mechanism face delays of more than 30 days, 
including 15% of orders in transit. We are working with Principal Recipients and Country 
Teams to manage expectations, minimize delays and facilitate timely support to the 
extent possible. 

o The Board approved several flexibilities to enable the flow of health products to countries 
in light of the global COVID-19 response. Supply Operations is publishing operational 
guidance for Principal Recipients related to requirements for procuring eligible COVID-19 
diagnostic products and managing exceptions to mandatory pre-shipment QA Testing 
and Sampling requiring pre-approval. 
 

4. Messaging and Advocacy 
 

 COVID-19 Key Messages and Talking Points: updated regularly.  
 
5. Media and Communications 

 

 Online event 12 May: Supporting Africa in the Fight Against COVID-19 and Beyond. Join 
the AU, Gavi, and the Global Fund for an online discussion hosted by the Center for 
Global Development 12 May 9:30-11:00 EDT/15:30-17:00 CET. 

https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/funding-model/applying/submissions/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/covid-19/grants/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/covid-19/technical-guidance/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/covid-19/technical-guidance/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/9630/covid19_hivpriority_list_en.pdf?u=637245232520000000
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/9440/psm_covid-19impactonsupplychainlogistics_report_en.pdf?u=637211669080000000
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theglobalfund.org%2Fmedia%2F9609%2Fcovid19_qualityassurancepreshipmentinspectionexceptions_guidance_en.pdf%3Fu%3D637244532360000000&data=02%7C01%7CMelanie.Brooks%40theglobalfund.org%7Cce2367950e3e4ff61e2d08d7f329a206%7C7792090987824efbaaf144ac114d7c03%7C0%7C0%7C637245232459860964&sdata=3Dhe3tuT7ZT42dern0HqaMgRPJphqWXJlrUS7YWyL3E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theglobalfund.org%2Fmedia%2F9609%2Fcovid19_qualityassurancepreshipmentinspectionexceptions_guidance_en.pdf%3Fu%3D637244532360000000&data=02%7C01%7CMelanie.Brooks%40theglobalfund.org%7Cce2367950e3e4ff61e2d08d7f329a206%7C7792090987824efbaaf144ac114d7c03%7C0%7C0%7C637245232459860964&sdata=3Dhe3tuT7ZT42dern0HqaMgRPJphqWXJlrUS7YWyL3E%3D&reserved=0
https://digital.theglobalfund.org/Share/7jd32x76358rm88od440448u4jb0agd4
https://www.cgdev.org/event/supporting-africa-fight-against-covid-19-and-beyond
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 Short case studies of countries responding to COVID-19 using support from the Global 
Fund are available. Additional stories and case studies will be added as available. 

 Video: Statement by Peter Sands, Executive Director of the Global Fund, as part of the EC 
Coronavirus Global Response pledging event 

 In the news: 
o Access to Lifesaving Medical Resources for African Countries: COVID-19 

Testing and Response, Ethics, And Politics, The Lancet by Matthew M Kavanagh 
et al., 07 May 2020 

o The HIV response provides a blueprint to tackle Covid-19, Daily Telegraph, 1 
May 2020 

 
6. External Coordination 

 

 The Global Fund joined WHO, Gavi the Vaccine Alliance, Unitaid and other global health 
and private sector partners to launch the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator to 
call for increased collaboration to accelerate the development, production and equitable 
distribution of vaccines, diagnostics, and therapeutics for COVID-19. The Global Fund is a 
co-convener with FIND for the Diagnostics Partnership. 

 The Global Fund continues to work closely with WHO and global health partners at global, 
regional and country levels on COVID-19 preparedness and response, particularly key 
issues such as supply chain, technical guidance and in-country coordination.  

 The Global Fund is participating in a WHO-led consortium on procurement with public and 
private sector partners to help deliver health products to countries in need. 

 The Global Fund is closely collaborating with numerous governments and organizations 
including the World Bank; Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; many UN agencies; the Africa CDC; 
as well as private sector manufacturers, to advance a global response. 
 

7. Key Resources 
 Global Fund COVID-19 Response web page 
 WHO Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) Pandemic web page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://digital.theglobalfund.org/Share/7jd32x76358rm88od440448u4jb0agd4
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FGlobalFund%2Fstatus%2F1257585649051467776%3Fs%3D20&data=02%7C01%7CMelanie.Brooks%40theglobalfund.org%7C81f0c7a1382343be4a2108d7f325a820%7C7792090987824efbaaf144ac114d7c03%7C0%7C0%7C637245215372608085&sdata=aDkK%2FWC7z%2Bs7Uo2dHKmBfwo524Xf2w58HpXORI7d4tA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FGlobalFund%2Fstatus%2F1257585649051467776%3Fs%3D20&data=02%7C01%7CMelanie.Brooks%40theglobalfund.org%7C81f0c7a1382343be4a2108d7f325a820%7C7792090987824efbaaf144ac114d7c03%7C0%7C0%7C637245215372608085&sdata=aDkK%2FWC7z%2Bs7Uo2dHKmBfwo524Xf2w58HpXORI7d4tA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelancet.com%2Fjournals%2Flancet%2Farticle%2FPIIS0140-6736(20)31093-X%2Ffulltext&data=02%7C01%7CMelanie.Brooks%40theglobalfund.org%7C5379dbff97d146c8737e08d7f3255b01%7C7792090987824efbaaf144ac114d7c03%7C0%7C0%7C637245214081050205&sdata=5ErFhfQ99qosfqRvoMxHuitpbB%2FJUuKVW1Ue0m0XbtY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelancet.com%2Fjournals%2Flancet%2Farticle%2FPIIS0140-6736(20)31093-X%2Ffulltext&data=02%7C01%7CMelanie.Brooks%40theglobalfund.org%7C5379dbff97d146c8737e08d7f3255b01%7C7792090987824efbaaf144ac114d7c03%7C0%7C0%7C637245214081050205&sdata=5ErFhfQ99qosfqRvoMxHuitpbB%2FJUuKVW1Ue0m0XbtY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fglobal-health%2Fscience-and-disease%2Fhiv-response-provides-blueprint-tackle-covid-19-must-harness%2F&data=02%7C01%7CMelanie.Brooks%40theglobalfund.org%7C2f85969dd4b44908bd2608d7f329189f%7C7792090987824efbaaf144ac114d7c03%7C0%7C0%7C637245230140779592&sdata=ci7m7OViGX%2BGY9OpY35eb02ug%2F95HsWXgzmpNBPDRPY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/covid-19/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

