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Food assistance to needy families 

Meena, aged 43, is a widow living with HIV. She is 

raising two daughters - aged 14 and 12 years. Being 

diabetic, she has to take the injection of insulin daily. 

After the death of her husband, Meena started working 

as a domestic help in the neighborhood. The lockdown 

and the enforced curfew in Jalandhar, Punjab to contain 

the spread of COVID-19 took away her source of income 

since the families where she used to work asked her to 

discontinue fearing of contracting the disease. 

 

Meena reached out to Alliance India’s Vihaan team and 
shared her desperate situation of not having enough 

food ration at home. The Care and Support team 

travelled 15 kilometers and delivered the essential food 

rations to her. 

 

Since the lockdown was enforced, our partner under Vihaan Programme- Hindustan Latex 

Family Planning Promotion Trust (HLFPPT) has mobilized resources for 2710 families in the 

state of Punjab and linked them with food supplies distribution, financial assistance, and other 

social protection schemes.  

 

Women affected with HIV learn employable skills  

Kanchan Devi, aged 35, and her husband have been HIV positive 

for the last five years. They are residents of Hajipur district of 

Bihar. The couple raises four children who, thankfully, are not HIV 

positive.  

 

Her husband works as a driver whose meager income is barely 

enough for the family. Kanchan always wanted to find a suitable 

job so she could supplement the household income. In February, 

she got the opportunity to learn an employable skill provided by a 

local community based organization, Sita Samaj Sansthan.  

 

Currently, Kanchan along with twenty other women is taking the 

training of Appliqué. After the completion of the course, they will 

receive a certificate and will be linked to another organization 



 

 

called Acicode by Sita Samaj Sansthan. Acicode will provide them with INR 5000/- to support in 

purchasing equipment for appliqué and the finished product will be marketed by Sita Samaj 

Sansthan. Read more>>  

 

Outreach workers respond to emergency calls  

Saraswati Mishra and Joytikona Routh are two girls in their mid-30s 

working as an Outreach Worker in a Community Based Organization of 

Sonarpore (District South 24 Parganas) supported by Alliance India. 

They ensure that everyone in the PLHIV community should lead a 

healthy and safe life. They are working in this organization for the past 

five years and now this job is a way of life. Even after cyclone Amphan, 

when everyone’s life was devastated, they were heading towards to save 
the life of a 12-year-old child, Sudha, who is living with HIV and needed 

life-saving ART medication urgently.  

 
The cyclone Amphan had damaged Sudha’s mud house. The roof of the 
house was broken due to strong winds. However, Sudha and her 70-year-old grandmother were 

safe as they were evacuated by the local volunteers and shifted to a safe place. The outreach 

workers brought Sudha her ART medication and encouraged her to stay strong.  

 

Nothing deters our outreach workers from assisting communities  

“The more we get together, the happier we’ll be”- 
Nirupama (name changed) learned this in school 

while she was 12 years old. Today after 10 years, she 

could actually realize the true meaning of these 

words. While sitting in a temporary shelter, shivering 

in cold she felt helpless with no drinking water and 

food –a group of people came with hot khichri (An 

Indian dish consisting chiefly of rice and split pulses) 

– just ready to serve while another group gave them 

a bottle of drinking water. Moreover, her ART drugs 

which she had lost at the time of evacuation was 

handed over to her within two days of the devastating cyclone by Vihaan programme outreach 

workers. 

This is only a small picture of how, despite all challenges, a group of people have not stopped 

caring for each other. The CSC team from Kolkata, South & North 24 parganas and Howrah 

distributed dry food rations to the Amphan affected people. Subhecha CSC in Murshidabab also 

distributed nutritional items to the children along with other NGOs. Read More>> 

 

http://www.allianceindia.org/hoping-better-life/
http://www.allianceindia.org/covid-19-exists-cyclone-hasnt-stopped-us/


 

 

 
Impact in numbers 

 
 
 

 
For the latest updates on how we are responding to COVID-19 crisis, follow us on:  
Website: www.allianceindia.org     
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/indiahivaidsalliance/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/AllianceinIndia 
Instagram: https://instagram.com/indiahivaidsalliance 
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