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Women in Sex Work – the community at the heart of Alliance India’s 
COVID-19 Response 

Thanks to the generous support from Mac AIDS Funds and Tides 
Foundation, Alliance India’s Ujwala project continues to serve Women 
in sex work in two Indian cities i.e., Delhi and Warangal. Women in sex 
work is one such group that Alliance India has prioritized for the 
COVID-19 response. This in turn is ensuring that the momentum to HIV 
90:90:90 targets is also not lost as a result of the challenges due to the 
lockdown.  

Two weeks back, Alliance India was approached by Ujwala project 
partner; Aanchal Trust (working in Delhi with 1500 women in sex work) 
with a request to support 250 women in sex work with dry food rations. 
Most of these women are very marginalized – socially and 
economically – and operate through virtual sex networks. With co-

ordination with the Harm Reduction programme teams of Alliance India and partners, more than 277 
families of women involved in sex work were provided ration, nutritional items, and sanitary 
napkins which are expected to be enough for 3 weeks. Read full story here>> 

 

Ensuring essential gender-sensitive harm reduction services for women who use 
drugs in Manipur 

Alliance India through its harm reduction programme is 
ensuring that essential gender-sensitive harm reduction 
services, non-judgmental sexual and reproductive 
health services, and domestic violence services are 
kept operational, and equipped to remain effective. In 
Manipur; Alliance India has been complimenting the 
targeted intervention project of the NGO, Nirvana 
Foundation, which aims at preventing HIV amongst 
women who inject drugs. As part of the support, the 
women beneficiaries generally visit the centre for 
shelter (or a safe space), medical checkups (including 
for HIV, SRH, and GBV) or just to talk (counselling and psychosocial support). Lately many amongst them 
live on the streets with no family or social support and this adds to the challenge of reaching them 
consistently with HIV and harm reduction services. 

Thanks to the pro-active Manipur State AIDS Control Society and the community groups in the state, 
Nirvana Foundation was able to access essential medicines like buprenorphine, ARV, needles, and 
syringes even during the lockdown. It also managed to access naloxone through a local community 

http://www.allianceindia.org/women-sex-work-community-heart-alliance-indias-covid-19-response/


network however the organisation was confronted with acute shortage of food, shelter, sanitary napkins, 
and safety kits (for peer outreach staff) which couldn’t be sourced from anywhere. 

Alliance India’s harm reduction team immediately responded by reaching out to its partner – United 
Religions Initiative (URI) and jointly mobilised 65000 Rupees from young professionals and 
entrepreneurs. This helped in arranging the required dry ration, food, and nutritional items, safety kits 
(including sanitary pads, soap etc.) for 100+ women who inject drugs and their families i.e., 400 people. 
Read full story here>> 

 

YUVA: the power to change 

The Network of Maharashtra People with HIV (NMP+) is a partner of 
Alliance India’s Vihaan Programme since 2013. NMP+ had established 
a youth forum, YUVA, in 2016 for youth and young people living with 
HIV from Maharashtra. YUVA since the inception has been involved with 
the Vihaan Programme particularly youth and adolescents on their 
mental health, sexual and reproductive health, career guidance and 
support. 

YUVA has 783 active members spread across 23 districts of 
Maharashtra. In view of the lockdown, the youth group decided to help 
Alliance India’s Vihaan programme in distributing ARV drugs to 
registered people living with HIV. YUVA group has successfully home 
delivered the medicine to 79 recipients from 9 districts and had provided 
nutrition support to 63 needy people until now. Read full story here>> 

 

Working in the COVID-19 response call centre: experience of a Vihaan 
field worker 

Ashok works as a Project Coordinator in Vihaan Care and Support Centre 
in Bijapur, Karnataka. He has completed his masters in social work and for 
the last 10 years, he has been involved in various HIV prevention 
programmes working with marginalized groups like female sex workers, 
men who have sex with men, and people living with HIV/AIDS (PLHIV). He 
is associated with the Vihaan programme of Alliance India since January 
2019.  

The district administration in Bijapur started a helpline for COVID-19 during 
the lockdown period. Ashok was requested by the district administration to 
support them in their call centre. Recently he shared about his experience of working at the call centre 
with the state Programme Manager of Vihaan. Read excerpts from their conversation here.  
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For the latest updates on how we are responding to COVID-19 crisis, follow us on:  
Website: www.allianceindia.org     
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/indiahivaidsalliance/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/AllianceinIndia 
Instagram: https://instagram.com/indiahivaidsalliance 
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