
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Dear Donors, 

The year 2022 has so far brought about even more extraordinary times with a whole new set of 
unprecedented challenges, resulting from COVID-19 and fuelled by ensuing economic disruptions, socio-
political uncertainties and territorial disputes at the international level.  

There are over 1.8 billion young people in the world today – 90% of whom live in developing countries, 
make up most of the population and are adversely affected by the health, economic and socio-political 
turmoil of today. Despite all our collaborative efforts, children, adolescents and young people are still 
disproportionately impacted by HIV, Tuberculosis (TB) and Malaria, which were worsened by COVID-19 
which disrupted key treatment and prevention services, forcing millions of young people out of school, and 
spikes in teenage pregnancies and gender-based violence.   

According to the UNAIDS Global AIDS Update 2022, every two minutes in 2021, an adolescent girl or 
young woman was newly infected with HIV. Every day, 4,000 people – including 1,100 young people (aged 
15-24 years) – become infected with HIV. In sub-Saharan Africa, adolescent girls and young women are at 
elevated risk of HIV infection, and AIDS-related causes are a leading cause of death among adolescents, 
girls and women aged 15–49 years. In addition, the report highlighted that HIV-related needs of adolescent 
and young key populations are especially neglected and that HIV infection trends and service coverage 
among adolescent and young key populations are lacking in many places. Where data exists, adolescent 
and young key populations account for most new infections among young people outside sub-Saharan 
Africa, and in the Asia and the Pacific, almost all new HIV infections in young people are among key 
populations1 and their sex partners.  

Adolescents and young adults comprise a uniquely important but understudied population in global efforts 
to end TB, the leading infectious cause of death by a single agent worldwide prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic. An estimated 850,000 adolescents (10–19 years of age) and an additional one million young 
adults (20–24 years of age), who are at a developmental phase for acquiring the foundation for a healthy, 
productive adulthood, become sick with TB each year.2  

Every 75 seconds, a child under five dies of malaria. In 2020, there were nearly 241 million malaria cases 
globally that led to an estimated 627,000 deaths. In 2020, the WHO African region document 96% of 
malaria deaths and children under the age of four years accounted for 80% of malaria deaths in that region.3 
Of these deaths, 74% (416,000) were children under five years of age and translates into a daily toll of 
nearly 750 children under age five dying of malaria.4 

This year the Seventh Replenishment of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (Global 
Fund) calls for at least USD 18 billion to help the world get back on track to end AIDS, TB and malaria as 
epidemics and Save 20 million lives between 2024 and 2026; Reduce the death toll across the three 
diseases; Avert more than 450 million infections or cases; Yield a return on investment of USD 1:31; 

Reinforce systems for health and pandemic preparedness; Reduce inequities in health services; and 

 
1 UNAIDS considers gay men and other men who have sex with men sex workers, transgender people, people who inject drugs, and prisoners and 

other incarcerated people as the five main key population groups that are particularly vulnerable to HIV and frequently lack adequate access to 

services.  
2 Moscibrodzki, P.; Enane, L.A.; Hoddinott, G.; Brooks, M.B.; Byron, V.; Furin, J.; Seddon, J.A.; Meyersohn, L.; Chiang, S.S. The Impact of Tuberculosis 

on the Well-Being of Adolescents and Young Adults. Pathogens 2021, 10, 1591. https://doi.org/10.3390/ pathogens10121591 
3 World Malaria Report 2021 
4 UNICEF, https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-health/malaria/ 

https://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/2022-global-aids-update_en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1398397/retrieve
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-health/malaria/


Accelerate progress towards Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3 and Universal Health Coverage 
(UHC).  

At least USD 18 billion for the Global Fund will reduce (a) HIV incidence among adolescent girls and young 
women in most affected countries by 72%; (b) new TB cases by 27%, from 8.5 million to 6.2 million; and (c) 
malaria deaths by 62%, from 623,000 to 234,000. 

The Global Fund prioritises young people especially those who are key and vulnerable to HIV, TB and 
malaria, including adolescent girls and young women. Through Her Voice Fund, the Global Fund has  in 13 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa increased its investments to reduce HIV incidence among adolescent girls 
and young women by more than five-fold. An innovative matching funds programme launched in 2017 by 
the Global Fund used US$55 million to support countries to invest an additional US$140 million towards 
programmes aimed at addressing structural barriers, promoting behavioural changes and increasing access 
to biomedical interventions among adolescent girls and young women.  

Recognising the critical role of young people and the impacts of the epidemics on them, a Youth Council 
was established by the Global Fund after its Sixth Replenishment in 2019 to bring the unique realities of 
adolescents and young people, in all their diversity, to the Executive Director of the Global Fund. The Youth 
Council has since supported the Executive Director of the Global Fund to engage better with adolescents 
and young people, hence the rapidly growing momentum in youth engagement and leadership in Seventh 
Replenishment efforts. 

Addressing gender and human rights barriers is an integral part of the ambitious Global Fund Strategy (2023 
– 2028): Fighting Pandemics and Building a Healthier and More Equitable World which sets out how the 
Global Fund partnership aims to accelerate impact towards the 2030 horizon and contribute to a world free 
of the burden of AIDS, TB and malaria with better and more equitable health for all.   

United States President Joe Biden will be hosting the upcoming Seventh Replenishment of the Global Fund, 
which provides a significant chance for the Global Fund partnership to ensure that the Global Fund is fully 
resourced to fight the three diseases, mitigate the impacts of COVID-19, accelerate the three responses 
and effectively contribute to the 2030 SDGs.  

With increased investments, reinvigorated commitment and political will, as Global Fund donors, you can 
make the money work for young people and end HIV, TB and malaria as epidemics by 2030.  

You can assure a safe and secure world for young people to grow and prosper and ensure that future 
generations do not have to fight HIV, TB and malaria as epidemics.  

You can guarantee that we are armed with resilient and sustainable systems for health to prevent, prepare 
and respond to future pandemics.  

You can support enabling legal environments to end inequalities and end restrictive legal and policy 
frameworks that unfairly target people living with and vulnerable to the three diseases.  

Adolescents and young people across the world living with, affected by and/or vulnerable to HIV, TB and 
malaria call upon donors to put your money where your mouth is. For new donors to pledge to the Global 
Fund and for existing donors to showcase your commitment to young people across the world and increase 
your pledges to the Global Fund Seventh Replenishment at least by 30% and enable the Global Fund to 
fight the three diseases, build resilient and sustainable systems for health and strengthen community 
systems, protect and promote human rights for marginalised and vulnerable communities and ensure 
gender equality.  

Your leadership to #FightForWhatCounts to #MeetTheTarget of at least USD 18 billion for the well-being 
of adolescents and young people and global health at this critical moment is vital because 

 

 

 

 

Supported by the following organisations and members of the Youth Council 

https://www.yplusglobal.org/her-voice-fund-about.html
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/updates/2020/2020-04-22-youth-council-members/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/strategy/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/strategy/

