
 

 

 

 

 

 

Communities & Civil Society in Asia-Pacific  
Call for Braver and Bolder Action to  

Achieve Universal Health Coverage and Save Lives! 

The world commemorates World AIDS Day, Human Rights Day and Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Day 

respectively on the 1st, 10th and 12th of December: three internationally recognized days with utmost significance 
to people living with and/or affected by and vulnerable to HIV, TB and malaria and key populations1 and vulnerable 

communities. 

The central, transformative promise of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) represents the unequivocal commitment of all UN 
Member states to eradicate poverty in all its forms, end discrimination and exclusion, 

and reduce the inequalities and vulnerabilities that leave people behind and 
undermine the potential of individuals and of humanity as a whole.2 

This commitment has been reflected in various commitments3 by all UN Member 
states since the adoption of the SDGs seven years ago in 2015, however, the world 

is unacceptably off course despite the resources poured into achieving the 17 goals 
constituting a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet: 

now and into the future. Even before the COVID-19 pandemic hit the world, it was 
not on track to achieve UHC and the goal of 1 billion more people benefiting from 

UHC by 2030 (SDG 3.8 targets) and end HIV, TB and malaria as epidemics (SDG 3.3 
targets), nor achieve gender equality (SDG 5) and reduce inequalities (SDG 10). 

COVID-19 is likely to halt progress made so far towards UHC over the past 20 years, 
and health systems are facing challenges to ensure the continuity of essential 

services, with trends in catastrophic health spending already worsening pre-
pandemic. Human rights barriers including criminalizing laws and policies, gender-

based violence, age of consent laws among others prevent key and vulnerable 
populations including adolescents and young people from assessing available and quality HIV, TB and malaria, as 

well as sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) services. 4 

“Youth-friendly and sensitive SRHR services for all People living with HIV (PLHIV) including for adolescents and 

young people, which are comprehensive, developmentally appropriate, and tailored to their unique needs are an 
integral aspect of any effective HIV response. Resources need to be invested timely and adequately to ensure that 

all adolescents and young people living with, affected by and/or vulnerable to HIV have the space and environment 
to advocate for their rights, health and well-being,” said Venicia Agnes Fernandes, Secretary, Human Touch 

Foundation, India.  

The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (Global Fund) has been a vehicle globally and in the Asia-

Pacific region to support eligible countries in their efforts towards achieving UHC; ending HIV, TB and malaria as 
epidemics; promote and protect human rights and gender equality; as well as end inequalities according to its new 

Strategy 2023-2028: Fighting Pandemics and Building a Healthier and More Equitable World. Despite the 

 
1 Key Populations for HIV include: Gay, bisexual and other men who have sex with men (MSM), Sex Workers, People who Use Drugs (PWUD), Transgender people; Key 
Populations for TB include: Prisoners and incarcerated people, People Living with HIV (PLHIV), Migrants, refugees and indigenous populations; Key Populations for Malaria include: 
Refugees, internally displaced people, indigenous populations in malaria-endemic areas. These definitions are derived from the Global Fund publication  – Engage! Practical tips to 
ensure the new funding model delivers the impact communities need. 
2 United National Sustainable Development Group. Universal Values Principle Two: Leave No One Behind. Assessed 30 November 2022. 
3 United Nations High-Level Meeting (UNHLM) on Ending AIDS in 2016; UNHLM on TB themed United to end tuberculosis: an urgent global response to a global pandemic in 2018; 
UNHLM on UHC in 2019 which endorsed the most ambitious and comprehensive political declaration on health in history to move together to build a healthier world; and  
4 World Health Organization. HIV Key Facts. Assessed 30 November 2022. 

HIV continues to be a major global 
public health issue, having claimed 

40.1 million lives so far and to reach 
the UNAIDS proposed global 

targets of 95-95-95, the world 
needs to redouble its efforts to 

avoid the worst-case scenario of 
7.7 million HIV-related deaths over 

the next decade.4 

TB was the world’s top infectious 
killer prior to COVID-19 and despite 
being a preventable and curable 

disease, 1.5 million people continue 
to die from TB each year.  

Every 75 second, a child under five 

dies of malaria and in 2020, there 
were nearly 241 million malaria 

cases globally which led to an 
estimated 627,000 deaths.  

https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://www.htfngo.com/
https://www.htfngo.com/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/strategy/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/5675/publication_engagecivilsociety_brochure_en.pdf
https://www.theglobalfund.org/media/5675/publication_engagecivilsociety_brochure_en.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/2030-agenda/universal-values/leave-no-one-behind
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2016/june/20160608_PS_HLM_PoliticalDeclaration
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/un-general-assembly-high-level-meeting-on-ending-tb
https://www.uhc2030.org/un-hlm-2019/
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/hiv-aids


 

unprecedented and record-breaking US$ 15.7 billion raised to accelerate the fight to end AIDS, TB and malaria for 
its Seventh Replenishment, the target to raise at least US$18 billion was not reached – the minimum amount 

required to get the world back on track towards ending HIV, TB and malaria, build resilient and sustainable systems 
for health, and strengthen pandemic preparedness, making the world more equitable and safer from future threats. 

The world has to put their money where their mouth is and ensure they achieve their pledges and commitments 
by investing in accountable and transparent mechanisms that have proven track records.  

“The Global Fund has been pivotal in raising the quality of treatment and services for PLHIV and people affected 
by TB in our region, as well as ensure that we have sufficient resources invested in communities and civil society 

that address the socio-economic barriers that impede access to prevention, support, treatment and care for key 
and vulnerable populations. We now not only have the tools and evidence to treat HIV, we can also prevent its 

spread and be able to end AIDS as an epidemic. Yet governments are not investing in the interventions that are 
needed fast enough and sustainably. This is an injustice with only 8 years before 2030 which we have to curb with 

the right political will, commitment and adequate investments at the country level with sustainable domestic 
resources and investments in community-based and -led interventions,” said Harry Prabowo, Programme Officer, 
Asia Pacific Network of People Living with HIV (APN+).  

In 2021, UNAIDS estimated that key populations and their sexual partners accounted for 70% of new HIV 

infections worldwide showing that HIV prevention efforts must be concentrated among the marginalised and most 
vulnerable. There is no time left for complacency or business as usual and it is time to ensure that we are breaking 

down the barriers and decriminalising laws and policies that discriminate and stigmatise key and vulnerable 
populations and achieve the UNAIDS social enabler targets of 10-10-105 for removing social and legal impediments 

towards an enabling environment limiting access or utilisation of HIV services.  

“This year is the 75th Anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948. 

Till this day, despite scientific data and evidence that quality HIV and SRHR services have to be made accessible 
and affordable to those who are key to the epidemic, our governments still refuse to repeal or remove laws and 

policies that criminalise, violate and facilitate abuse of key populations. Unless we address these social, legal and 
political barriers, ending HIV as an epidemic, achieving UHC and leaving no one behind will always remain a dream,” 
said Francis Joseph, Regional Coordinator, Network of Asian People Who Use Drugs (NAPUD).  

As communities living with, affected by and/or vulnerable to HIV, TB and malaria and civil society in the Asia-Pacific 

region, we call:  
• For braver, bolder and inspiring actions from world leaders to set the course right to achieve the 2030 targets; 

• On world leaders to showcase conscious and deliberate political will and commitment through rights-based 

and gender transformative interventions to end AIDS, TB and malaria as epidemics as endorsed in various 
political declarations – including for UHC, HIV and AIDS, and TB;  

• On developing country leaders and the private sector to step up their investments in health responses at the 

country level and achieve the target of at least 5% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) through progressive 

and increased domestic resources for UHC, health systems and HIV, TB and malaria responses; 
• Upon the global donor community to fully resource global HIV, TB and malaria responses through new or 

increased pledges to the Global Fund to achieve the target of at least US$18 billion, and follow through 

Official Development Assistance (ODA) commitments of 0.7% of Gross National Income (GNI); and 
• Upon all world leaders to take immediate actions to decriminalize and repeal laws that criminalise key 

populations and protect and promote human rights and gender equality for all.  

The time is now for action because 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact Anukriti Singh, Communications and Media Officer of Global Fund Advocates Network Asia-

Pacific (GFAN AP) at anukriti.singh@gfanasiapacific.org.  

 
5 The UNAIDS 2025 social enablers 10-10-10 targets are: less than 10% of countries have punitive legal and policy environments that deny or limit access to services; less than 
10% of PLHIV and key populations experience stigma and discrimination; and less than 10% of women, girls, PLHIV and key populations experience gender inequality and 
violence.  

https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/strategy/
https://www.facebook.com/apn.plus
https://www.ohchr.org/en/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080505107332
mailto:anukriti.singh@gfanasiapacific.org
https://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/2025-AIDS-Targets_en.pdf

